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Mark Twain said, "A man who carries a cat by the tail learns something he can lean in
no other way." 

Textbooks can prepare a person to better deal with a situation and can acquaint one with 

almost any subject he or she wishes to explore. However, the real teacher is life and the 

variety of situations a person runs into while living it.  A local educational facility recently

 utilized this knowledge by taking a life situation involving a community member and 

addressing his need in the classroom.

Mark Jackson, motivated by the need to help his wife, Tina Jackson, gain independence after a
feeding tube insertion, made a feeding tube holder to assist her in gaining nourishment, as she
was limited to the use of one hand due to a previous stroke.

Believing his idea may help others, Jackson decided to seek a patent for the device, but
lacked the technical drawings necessary to submit his plan. Since he had previously attended
Mayo Technical School, Jackson called on his former instructor to assist him with this endeavor.

Responding to the life situation, the school addressed Mark Jackson's need by making it a
class project. The drafting technology class took his plans and put them in the drafting process,
ultimately presenting technical plans which were submitted for a patent.  

The students who participated will likely never forget the experience of helping another human
being through this project marked with a true purpose. They witnessed first hand the benefits
Tina Jackson enjoyed because of this device and worked toward getting the product to others
who have a need like hers.

The drafting technology class at Mayo learned something from this experience, which they
could not lean in any other way.

